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The 1.15.\ and ih@ Pr«ess e

At the Aine'rican Society of Ne'ws}iapér"dei

tors convention last week, CIA Director Stans-
field Turner, responding to' a question from .-
the floor, said he had modified previous CIA. -
pohcy against using journalists, academics and’

clerics for intelligence: assxgnments to permit
xceptions personally authorized by himself.
- This' produced-a rush to.the audience micro-

phones by outraged edxtors and today on our o
- “Other Opinions” page we present Carl Rowan,

liberal, against Adm. Turner and, Pat

Ruchanan, conservative; for him. We must cast

our lot with thelatter-." =y 1.1 4.
Journalists stand in a specral relatlonshlp to

the public and to offxclaldom,{and -are rightly
zealous to avoid compromise gr the: appearance
‘of compromise of our accr racy and objec—,

" tivity. For a foreign correspondent, the trust of

the public.that reads him,ithe sources who
inform him and the offxcxalsv who permit him
to work in their countneavxs the heartbeat
.without which the professxon could notlive. -

But we were at that session of the 'ASNE, and

that is not what we took Adm Turner to be.

talking about. He specified that if a-CIA mis-

sion affected what a reporter reported that
was the reporter’s’ responsibility. Clearly,
slanting the news or knowingly reporting mis-

information was not the kind of ad hoc mission

he had in mind — unlike ore of his’ predeces- -f' -
sors, William Colby, whose 1977 boast of using ~

journalists -to wrxte< CIA-prepared .copy first

‘raised the issue’— and not-the kind- of mission ..
‘reputable Journahsts would accept L
. We would guess he had in:mind. such thmgs.a-_,‘:, el
'as passmg on mformatxonf-mstructxons or-#+

‘funds, arrangmg contacts, collectmg messages

‘in the course of the journalist’s. ordinary work. .
in cases when no other means. are available or

possxble The nature of forezgn correspondents’
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- -does not lend itself to cloaks and daggers. -+

.the analysis section of the CIA: . : -

~ otism that' does. not compromlse proresswnal

. have an obligation to their nation’s interest," 4
and should be free to determine-what part they

“-* agent has-helped the nation without: harmmg
- his profession. -In the three- exceptions Adm.

‘never put into operation because the- s:tuatxons

STAT

NI P XN
[ ) ¥l
routines — popular fiction notwnthstandma —

Adm. Turner taxed the protestmg eduors
with naivefe, for it is not hard to assume that
many foreigners take into consideration the.s
possrbxhty that" correspondents may- routmely
report to the CIA as- we, With far more’
reason, assume TASS correspondents are KGB
operatwes or sources.” A.good reporter, given,
information by a source. off the record or
dxscover.ng some hidden fact or development '
is more likely to use it fo develop a story he:
will write for publlcatxon than to deep-six it in |

‘But there is information’ and mformatwn ¢
and a reporter who discovers something of
urgent or crucial impact on national. -security,
but something that is better-known by respon-
sible authorities than either - -published to the .

world or left unknown, will hardly keep it as a
priest does a confession. We are dealing here
with individuals with judgment; not a group of |
clones, and Adm. 1urnero appeal fo a patn-~

principle is valid. B
All American citizens, whatever their WorK,

can or will play in protectmg that interest. The-:
‘correspondent who completes the recrmtment-
‘of a high Soviet Defense Ministry officer as an

Turner says he has authorized (but which were,

changed and the work was no longer needed), .
all’ three journahsts were wxllmg to cooperate
and we have enongh respect for our. co]leagues
to assume that they were willing for all the-]

e ""““g;
£ 24

-



